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onwards is that of the effort to find security to the new cowft-tions   The r6le most congenial to Great Bntaim                 in
keeping with her past traditions was that of mediator the European groups, and she endeavoured as long as to keep her hmds free to play that part.   Dunnt the part of the nineteenth century the idea persisted that            in
Europe and Russia in Asia were the secular rivals, if not enemies, of Great Britain; and up to the end of the^nineteenth century her preference was for a German alliance, if an became necessary.   The story of British             policy
..the twenty years from 1894 to the Great War is chat of the events which decided or compelled British                to
common cause with their supposed traditional             ml
enemies against the rising power of Germanj.   As this develops it will be found that the dominant fact was the struction of the great German fleet and the to British sea-power.   To prevent one Power Europe and threatening the security and even the of the British Empire, was now, again, as in the and early nineteenth centuries, the subconscious                 if
not the explicit aim, of British Ministers.
But if non-intervention was abandoned, the method of -intervention was by no means decided,   British 'the greater part of the British public still                the
their Ententes with other Powers differed          "
alliances " in that the former left the              for          or war
in the hands of the British Government Lord Salisbury had maintained this principle endeavoured to draw htm into an               with
his successors, Lord Lansdowne and Sir Edward Grey main-tainfcd it, when the French Entente was in                 " Military
conversations " with their European friend                          as
a necessary precaution when there was the                  of war
arising out of the promised " diplomatic support/1 but and again it was repeated that these did not commit the to an actual participation in war unless Parliament so No question has been debated more in                            than
whether the acceptance of a binding alliance with             and
Russia would have prevented war, or                               !§•
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